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the PRTs deployed so far by 


Sep-BRUSSELS Qaeda allies 


NATO, aftermath of the September the United States and 


SPIN BOLDAK, Afghanistan 
Afghanistan’s Taliban fighters killed four 
Afghan civilians, apparently mistaking 
them for government soldiers, an official 
said on Tuesday. 

About 35 Taliban fighters attacked a mini 
van in Shorabuk district, close to the 
Pakistani border in Kandahar province, 
killing four people and injuring five. 
District Commissioner Fazl Muharhmad 
Barakzai said. He held that the TaJiban 
fighters probably mistook the Civilians in 
the mini van for government troops. The 
attack occurred around 30kms southeast 
of the border town of Spin Boldak. 

Meanwhile, the US-led coalition troops 
were ambushed but there were no 
casualties, a US military spokesman said 
The soldiers were attacked late on 
Monday with small arms fire near Gardez 
in Paktia province, Colonel Rodney 
Davis told reporters at Bagram Air Base 

"Coalition forces aggressively drove 
through the ambush, there were no 
reported casualties," he said, adding 
that the troops did not stop to return 
fire. The number of attackers and their 
identity were unknown. The US troops 
were taking part in ‘Operation Warrior 
Sweep’, one of two major joint US- 
Afghan offensives against suspected 
Taliban fighters in southeast 
Afghanistan 


9 Sep-KABUL (AFP) - 
Afghanistan moved one 
step further along the road 
to democracy on Monday 
after the cabinet approved a 
law allowing political 
parties to form. President 
Hamid Karzai s spokesman 
said. 

"Today in the session of the 
ministers, the party law was 
discussed and was 
approved by the cabinet It 
will be issued by a 
presidential decree," Jawed 
l .udin told reporters Fie did 
not say when the decree 
would be issued 

While several political 
parties have emerged in 
post-Taliban Afghanistan, 
the government has not 
officially recognised their 
existence as there was no 
law providing for parties in 
the 19b4 constitution now 
in use. A new constitution 
is set to be approved in 
December 

Without the law 
Afghanistan cannot 

establish itself as a 
democratic multi-party 
state, Mr Ludin said, with 
presidential elections slated 
for June next year. 


"All criteria of a democratic 
and pluralistic society have 
been taken into 
consideration as well as 
traditions and Islamic laws 
and values," he said. 

Political groups and 
factions are jockeying for 
position ahead of the polls; 
former anti-Soviet fighters 
alone have formed seven 
parties already. 

Members of the communist 
parties that ruled in the 
1980s under the Soviet 
.invasion and until the 1992 
overthrow of communist 
president Najibullah, re- 
emerged last month in a 
new National United Party. 
Their move, however, fell 
afoul of religious groups 
and Justice Minister Rahim 
Karimi, who said only 
Afghans who believed in 
God had the right to form 
or join political parties. 

As communists do not 
believe in God. they should 
not be eligible to join 
political parties 

Mr Karzai on Sunday 
postponed by two months a 


grand tribal assembly, or 
loya jirga. to approve the 
new constitution which will 
pave the way for the 
elections. 

Mr Karzai approved the 
delay until mid-December 
following advice from the 
Constitutional Commission, 
Mr I-udin said. 

An agreement reached in 
Bonn after the 2001 ouster 
of the Taliban laid out the 
steps to mark Afghanistan s 
progress towards 

democracy to culminate in 
elections in June 2004. 

Constitutional Commission 
official Farooq Wardak said 
late last month that 
preparations for the loya 
jirga would take up to four 
months, noting that the 
election of 500 members 
could take some time 

Each province of 
Afghanistan will elect 
representatives to the loya 
jirga, with seats reserved 
for women, minorities and 
representatives of the 
millions of Afghan refugees 
still living in Pakistan and 
Iran 
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"We are prepared to do more, but no purpose 
will be served by simply asking Pakistan to do 
more," Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasim said 
at a ceremony held here on Tuesday to donate 
700.000 textbooks to Afghanistan as a 
goodwill gesture 


"Sometimes we are told to do more. In fact all 
of us can do more. The Americans can do 
more and the Afghans can do more," he said, 
in reference to the 10.000 US troops leading a 
23-month-old international coalition of 12,500 
troops hunting down al-Qaeda and Taliban 
fighters in Afghanistan. 


Kasuri called for a greater exchange of 
intelligence between Pakistan and Afghanistan 
to curb the extremists. He linked Afghan 
charges to "suspicions" arising from the 
neighbours' fractious relations over recent 
decades, "There will be problems, there arc- 
problems because of w hat has happened in the 
last 30 years." he said and added; "Any 
insecurity in Afghanistan has a direct impact 
on Pakistan." 


Kasuri said Pakistan and Afghanistan can 
achieve nothing by hurling accusations. He 
assured Pakistan would do all to help 
Afghanistan in the reconstruction effort and 
pointed out that Pakistan was working on the 
extension of the railway line project between 
Chairman - Kandhar and the road linking 
Torkham and Jalalabad 


8 Sep~US Defence 
Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld has said that 
troops from the Nato-led 
international stabilisation 
force (lsaf) in 
Afghanistan should be 
deployed beyond the 
capital, Kabul. 

He was speaking after 
meeting President Hamid 
Karzai during a visit to 
the country. 

Mr Rumsfeld made no 
commitment to increase 
the number of American 
troops, and said that 
ultimately security in 
Afghanistan was the 


responsibility of the 
Afghan people. 

Afghanistan has seen a 
resurgence of activity by 
suspected Taleban 

fighters and their 
supporters in recent 
months. 

'1 certainly agree that an 
expansion of lsaf would 
be a good thing," Mr 
Rumsfeld said in 
response to a question at 
a joint news conference 
with Mr Karzai. 

"For whatever reason, 
there have not been 
countries lining up to 


"But in the last analysis, 
the security in 
Afghanistan is the 
responsibility of the 
Afghan people. 

"The presence of foreign 
forces is a helpful thing 
for a period. It is an 
important thing for a 
period but it is an 
anomaly; it is not a 
natural thing," he said. 

During Mr Rumsfeld's 
visit, US General John 
Vines said the Taleban 
had been attempting to 
re-form in large groups 
for several months, but 
they had been thwarted. 

He added that US and 
Afghan troops in the 
south and east of the 
country had killed up to 
200 Taliban fighters in 
the past 10 days. 


responding to widespread 
calls to improve security in 
Afghanistan, will study 
extending its peacekeeping 
mission beyond the capital, 
Kabul, Secretary-General 
George Robertson said on 
Tuesday. 

"This matter is being looked 
at inside NATO, and we ll 
be looking for some 
military advice on how 
feasible that may be," 
Robertson told reporters a 
month after the alliance 
took command of the 5,000- 
strong, UN.-mandated 
force 

UN. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan and Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai 
have urged the International 
Security Assistance Force 
(1SAF) to extend its reach to 
bring security to large areas 
of the country dominated by 
tribal warlords. 

ISAF has controlled Kabul 
and the key Bagram airbase 
near the capital since the 
United States and Afghan 
rebels ousted the Taliban 
government and its al 


11, 2001, attacks on New 
York and . Washington. 

German Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer and 
Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld this month added 
their voices to the calls for 
NATO to expand its 
mission, although Western 
countries have been 
reluctant to commit more 
troops. 

"You can’t have a 
suggestion made by the 
German foreign minister 
and the American secretary 
of defense without taking 
that seriously," Robertson 
said. 

He said NATO would also 
be in contact with the 
United Nations for 
consultations on changing 
ISAF's mandate 

Germany wants to deploy a 
Provisional Reconstruction 
Team (PRT) of between 
230 and 450 troops in 
Kunduz but because of its 
own constitution it could 
only do this with a U.N. 
mandate 


Britain have come under 
the command of a separate 
U.S.-led force of some 
11,500 troops still hunting 
down Taliban and al Qaeda 
diehards 

Diplomats said it was not 
clear when NATO 
ambassadors would ask 
military authorities to 
provide advice on 
expanding ISAF 

The call could come at 
Wednesday's weekly 

meeting of the North 
Atlantic Council. But the 
ambassadors may wait until 
after a seminar with experts 
on Afghanistan and a 
brainstorming session 

among themselves next 
week 

The NATO nations, 
presented with options that 
are costly or a strain on 
their already over-stretched 
military forces, could still 
decide against extending 
the Afghan operation But, 
as one diplomat put it; 
"You can see the wagon 
rolling" 


9 Sep—ISLAMABAD (The News) - Pakistan 
is ready to do more to pacify Afghanistan's 
concern that Taliban arc regrouping and 
organising attacks from its territory, but urged 
Kabul to also take more action. 
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8 Sep—About 1,200 extra 
British troops will be sent 
to Iraq in the coming 
weeks, Defense Secretary 
GeofYHoon has announced 

As the extra deployment 
was confirmed, Downing 
Street was quick to insist it 
was not "a knee-jerk 
response" to recent attacks. 

Tony Blair's official 
spokesman said it had been 
"a detailed, targeted 
response" to achieving the 
objectives of improving 
Iraq's infrastructure and 
security and of getting an 
Iraqi government in place 

But Foreign Secretary Jack 
Straw told MPs that he 
would not want to suggest 
"that everything was got 
right" in preparing for the 
aftermath of war on Iraq. 

News of the deployment 
was followed by a call from 
the incoming leader of one 
of the UK's biggest unions 
for Tony Blair to resign 
over the Iraq war 

Tony Woodley, of the 
Transport and General 
Workers' Union, told a 
fringe meeting at the TUC's 
annual congress "It's 



outrageous that a Labour 
government should not 
stand up and say: 'I was 
wrong and what I did was 
illegal, it was unjustified 
and I apologise and I 
resign'" 

Earlier, shadow defense 
secretary Bernard Jenkin 
said the deployment of 
troops was "a necessary 
step" but was also "a 
humiliation" for a 
government which had 
hoped to reduce its military 
commitment to Iraq. 

Paul Keetch, the Liberal 
Democrat defence 

spokesman, also welcomed 
the move, but said it was "a 
drop in the ocean" with 
security only likely to be 
imposed once there was a 
multi-national force under 
UN command in Iraq. The 
troops are from the 2nd 


Battalion The Light 
Infantry, which has already 
been switched to Iraq from 
their base in Cyprus, and 
1st Battalion The Royal 
Green Jackets. 

There are already more 
than 10,000 British soldiers 
in Iraq but the extra 
numbers are needed 
because the security 
situation in the south of the 
country has worsened. 

There will initially be 1,200 
troops heading to Iraq in 
the next few days, with an 
estimated 1,000 more 
troops expected to follow 
within the next few weeks 
as reinforcements once a 
review of forces in the Gulf 
is complete 

Mr Hoon said there was an 
"immediate requirement" 
for the two battalions, plus 
some additional specialist 
personnel and equipment, 
to go to the UK's area of 
operations in the south of 
the country, around Basra. 

A full review of force 
strength was under way and 
"the full scale of the 
requirement ... has yet to be 
developed", he said. 


Al-Qaeda' Denies Iraq Attack 


7 Sep—An alleged spokesman 
for the al-Qaeda network has 
broadcast a message warning 
of more anti-American attacks, 
but denying any role in last 
month's devastating bombing 
in the Iraqi holy city of Najaf. 

The 29 August car bomb blast 
in Najaf, which killed top Shia 
Muslim cleric Mohammed 

Baqr al-Hakim and at least 80 
others, has been blamed by 
some Iraqi Shias on al-Qaeda. 

The audiotape message was 
broadcast on Sunday by 
Dubai-based Al-Arabiya 
satellite television. which 

identified the speaker as Abd 
al-Rahman al-Najdi. 

He warned that "there will be 
new operations inside and 
outside | Afghanistan) that will 
make the United States forget 

the II September (20011 

events". 


i Sep—The Afghan 

Resident, Hamid Karzai, 
tas signed a decree 
postponing for two months 
:he grand council or loya 
irga which will approve the 
:ountry's new constitution, 
^resident Karzai's decision 


Mr Najdi said the Taliban 
leader. Mullah Muhammad 
Omar, and al-Qaeda leader 
Osama Bin Laden were 
"leading and directing the 
battles by themselves from 
inside Afghanistan". 

Turning to the Najaf attack, 
he said: "We strongly deny 
any al-Qaeda role in the 
bombing that killed 
Mohammed Baqr al-Hakim, 
violated the sanctity of one of 
the houses of God and killed 
innocent people. 

"We do not have any such 
objective. Our main objective 
is to fight and kill the 
Americans wherever they are 
on the globe and to drive them 
out of Palestine, the Arabian 
Peninsula, and ancient Iraq " 

He blamed the killing of 
Ayatollah Hakim on "the 
Americans and Jews", who 
wanted to "get rid of him, for 
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comes after the commission 
drafting the constitution 
said it needed more time to 
organise the loya jirga. The 
loya jirga will now be held 
in December rather than in 
October Correspondents 
say it is not clear whether 


they knew about his lovaitv to 
Iran". 

Last month, the US State 
Department denounced Al- 
Arabiya as "irresponsible" for 
showing masked men 

threatening to kill members of 
the US-appointed Iraq 

Governing Council. 

The pan-Arab channel began 
broadcasting in March this 
year. 

The BBC's Julia Wheeler in 
Dubai says the latest message 
comes at a poignant time, just 
days before the second 
anniversary of the 11 
September attacks on New 
York and Washington. 

She says it will remind manv 
people in the Middle East that 
the US is still trying to 
capture Bin Laden and 
neutralise the threat from al- 
Qaeda. 


the postponement will 
affect plans to hold 
nationwide elections in 
June next year. 

From lhe newsroom of the 
BBC World Service 
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10 Sep—Four Afghan aid 
workers have been killed after 
their car was ambushed by 
militants, the aid agency they 
were working for say s. 

The Danish Committee for 
Aid to Afghan Refugees 
(Dacaar) said the workers 
were travelling through 
Ghazni Province, south-west 
of Kabul, on Tuesday when 
an armed gang stopped the 


The aid workers were asked to 
get out of the vehicle. Four 
were shot dead, while a fifth 
escaped with injuries. Dacaar 
said two of the men worked 
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for the organization while 
three others were local 
Afghans assisting in a local 
water supply project. 

"The attackers ordered them 
to get out of the car and then 
tied their hands." Gonn 
Pedersen. Dacaar’s director in 
the capital. said "The 
attackers then opened fire 
with AK-47 rifles." 

The man who had survived 
was in a good condition in 
hospital in Kabul, and had 
given the authorities details of 
the ambush, Mr Pedersen 
said Dacaar has been present 
in Afghanistan since 1988. 


working on water, building 
and health projects. 

Its workers in the southern 
provinces of Hclmand. 

Kandahar and Uruzgan have 
now been told to suspend 
operations temporarily, said a 
Dacaar spokesman in 
Kandahar. Santander Khan 

He said it was not clear who 
had carried out the attacks, 
although local Ghazni 

governor Haji Asadullah 
pointed to Taliban fighters 
"The Taliban stopped the car 
and killed these aid workers." 
he told the Associated Press 
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9 Sep—The UN's nuclear 
watchdog is considering 
setting a deadline for Iran to 
Yuliy comply with its 
obligations under the 
international nuclear non¬ 
proliferation treaty NPT A 
draft resolution - drawn up by 
Britain. France and Germanv - 
is being considered by the 
board of governors of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) at a special 
meeting in Vienna It says 
Iran should "remedy all 
failures identified by the 
agency" add "co-operate fully 


with the |the IAEA] to ensure 
verification of compliance 
with Iran's Safeguards 

Agreement by taking all 
necessary actions bv the end 
of October 2003". The draft 
was released hours after the 
US said Iran had clearlv 
violated the Safeguards 
Agreement - part of the NPT 
which Iran signed in 1970. 

"The United States believes 
that the facts., would fully 
justify’ an immediate finding 
of non-compliance by Iran," 
US ambassador Kenneth Brill 


told the board earlier But Mr 
Brill, who serves as 
ambassador to the UN in 
Vienna, said Washington had 
consented to other board 
member states' desire "to give 
Iran a last chance to stop its 
evasions" The US accuses 
Iran of trying to develop 
nuclear weapons and wants 
the UN agency to condemn it 
for violating the NPT 
Diplomats at the week-long 
meeting say a second draft 
submitted by South Africa 
does not mention a deadline, 
the BBC's Bethany Bell 
reports from Vienna. _ 


ISLAMABAD—Nearly 
two years after the Sept. 11 
attacks, Pakistani troops 
have begun moving — 
gingerly — into a remote 
tribal belt where Osama bin 
Laden and other AI Qaeda 
fugitives might be hiding. 

But officials say they have 
no evidence the terrorist 
mastermind is there, and a 
military foray last week 
came up empty handed. Bin 
Laden, they say, has melted 
into the mountains. 

"It has been a long time 
since we have heard 
anything" about his 
whereabouts, said Pakistani 
Brig. Javed Iqbal Cheema, 
who as head of the interior 
ministry's crisis unit is in 
charge of co-operating with 
the United States in the war 
on terrorism "We have 
received no electronic 
intercepts or anything to 
indicate where he is." 

Under intense pressure 
from the United States and 


Afghanistan, Pakistani 
troops have reluctantly 
moved into several tribal 
areas in the 

ultraconservative North 
West Frontier Province — 
including Waziristan and 
Mohmand, hunting for Al 
Qaeda and Taliban fighters 
The government has 
historically exercised 

virtually no control over the 
areas that border 
Afghanistan, where ethnic 
Pashtun tribes have 

maintained a fierce 
independence for centuries. 
Pakistani troops rarely 

venture off of main roads. 
When Pakistani troops have 
come, they have not been 
warmly received. 

In Bannu, a tribal city on 
the edge of Waziristan, a 
rocket attack late Friday 
greeted a contingent of 
Pakistani soldiers who 

landed at the tiny airport by 
helicopter. Residents said 
the troops left Saturday 


afternoon 

American intelligence 
officials believe, as they 
have for months, that bin 
Laden is in the 
mountainous region along 
the border of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, but they do 
not have a more precise fix 
than that. His chief deputy, 
Ayman al-Zawahri, is 
thought to accompany him 
A Pakistani intelligence 
official who was involved 
in the March, 2002, 
operation that netted one of 
bin Laden's top lieutenants, 
Abu Zubaydah, said there 
has been no hard 

intelligence on bin Laden 
for some time 

"The fragrance of the 
flower' is occasionally 
smelled ... but the flower 
itself has not been seen in a 
long time," he said, 

referring to bin Laden 
"Nobody knows with 

certainty where (he) has 
gone."\ 
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<<jjj <« r s -~—»' kj 
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a_a jl_4>j4 6jofl Ji( _jL_4:Li3l 
^Jl l « ml LjLd !j ^ ^ - - ^ l *>■ ^ La LaaaJ^J 
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‘1^0—^ LJIj^—'I^L a jj— i5^ 
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j —£04 JL_*a jy—t ^—v 

LmI 4 J_I 4—ftl_^> <OjJ^—A? 

J?l _9-J jl A_S’ ^jj?i-1 a 

L —1 L_ft Jj La Oa —1 4_jA>_jA 


a L-> Ma J—;li jLil JL> 0^44 .4j4 


lj j L—■ ■■ *j Lx 3 I j 3 
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■xxj& 

4jLj 3 j L ....jl a-S' ^»34- 7 j^j£ ,jI3_^Lj_ 

^I-LS") a-^ljljl J p A.L.jO jl jj La-77 y\y j3 lj Jlj— mJu <jj*a 
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■.cj£ ■*■*■ > • ^ ^ La aaoJ I L> 

^ jJju (C^l J^ri ow /1 Ul> 0 ^m/ _ 

) cr «j 4-iL jS"l Lai jjJ4JIjj7 JJ. 4 J 7 L ,ji-;_j3 ^A 
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